T I D D I N G D O I N T Tipping Point Planner is a facilitated web-based program that gives

watershed planning groups across the Great Lakes the information T| p pl n gDO| ntp la nner.o rg
they need to protect natural resources, enhance local economies,
and work with their community to develop watershed action plans.

Supporting Sustainable Communities in Great Lakes States

Using Tipping Point Planner for

WATERSHED
PLANNING

What is a tipping point? TIPPING .
POINT natural resource planning:

o T N . ENGAGEMEN,
A "tipping point" is a threshold of human- CURRENT STATE OF Tipping Point Planner participants are led through a process to
induced ecological stress that can result in THE ECOSYSTEM examine past and predicted land use changes, identify
changes in how ecosystems function. To \ : environmental threats, and define natural resource assets in
protect natural resources and enhance . need of protection or restoration. Using innovative visualiza-
community resiliency, it is crucial to:

tion dashboards, paint tools, and interactive visioning exercises,
a community can define its priorities and explore land use
identify indicators of natural resource strategies and policies that enhance local values. The facilita-
conditions; and determine tipping points that : tion process results in an action plan that includes an overview
trigger rapid and sometimes irreversible shifts f of the community’s status, including whether it is nearing or
in ecosystem functioning. CONDITION A CONDITIONB exceeding environmental tipping points. And it provides

: customized implementation steps to improve current
conditions and steer clear of tipping points.

The Tipping Point Planning Process ©® Community Overview © Tipping Point Models
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